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April 21, 2015 
 
 
Design Review Board 
c/o Community Development Department 
City of Glendale 
633 E. Broadway, Rm. 103 
Glendale, CA 91206 
 
RE:  PDR 1416109/337 North Cedar Street 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
On behalf of The Glendale Historical Society and its more than six hundred members, I 
would like to thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed 
development at 337 North Cedar Street. 
 
We are delighted that the City has asked the owner to retain and restore the existing 
American Foursquare residence, which is eligible for the Glendale Register of Historic 
Resources. There are very few houses remaining in this style—which was popular from 
1890 – 1920s—in Glendale. 337 North Cedar possesses many character-defining features 
such as the simple box shape, low-hipped roof with deep overhang, large central 
dormer, concrete block, and wood siding. I should point out that there is no such thing 
as a Craftsman Foursquare or Foursquare Craftsman; the Foursquare is a distinct style, 
and considerations of the Craftsman style should not govern design ideas for this 
project.  
 
We do have concerns with the proposed project and its compliance with the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, which should guide any project involving a 
historic resource. According to Standard 9, “New additions, exterior alterations, or 
related new construction will not destroy historic materials that characterize the 
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with 
the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
historic integrity of the property and its environment.”  
 
The massing, size, and scale of the proposed addition are not compatible with the 
historic house. Rather, the proposed addition overpowers it and significantly changes 
the relation of the historic building to its environment. As such, the addition should be 
reduced in size and in height so that it is subordinate to the historic building and better 
complements its existing scale and proportions. It would be far better if the new 
building were not appended to the existing structure. 
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We recommend that the DRB require that the proposed new construction be redesigned 
to better integrate the Foursquare house into the overall plan and to address the scale, 
space, and functional relationship between the existing house and the proposed new 
construction. 
 
We have several recommendations as well for restoring the existing structure. We agree 
with the staff report that the concrete block porch base must be retained as well as 
extant wood shingles, siding, porch details, and windows, to comply with Standard 2 
(“The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
historic materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided.”) 
 
For the same reason, we agree with the suggestion in the staff report that the access 
ramp be eliminated, since it is not required by the building code. If it is to be retained it 
must be relocated. To comply with Standard 2, the ramp should be moved behind the 
existing building, where it will be less visible, rather than remaining on the north side, 
where it would radically alter the configuration and appearance of the historic porch.  
 
In addition, block frame windows should not be used as replacement windows on the 
existing house. According to Standard 6, “Deteriorated historic features will be repaired 
rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a 
distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, 
where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence.” Block frame windows do not match the old. They 
are complete replacement window units, with frames, that are installed within existing 
window frames. The report suggests that the historic window frames are extant; 
therefore new sash should be manufactured to match the existing historic sash, of which 
three examples apparently remain. This means using true divided light windows rather 
than exterior muntin grids. The new window sash and muntins should match the 
historic in material, dimensions, and profile. 
 
Finally, when the project is ready to move forward, we ask the DRB to require a plan 
from a qualified structural engineer, experienced in historic buildings, for shoring the 
existing structure during excavation and construction of the adjacent subterranean 
parking. 
 
If the property owner has any idea of nominating the property to the Glendale Register 
and seeking property tax breaks under the Mills Act, which we strongly encourage, 
then the project should be reviewed by the Historic Preservation Commission as well. 
 
Please keep in mind that to be found in compliance with the Standards, a proposed 
project must be in compliance with all of them. Otherwise a project is not exempt from 
review and consideration under the California Environmental Quality Act. 
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Many thanks for your consideration. We look forward to a project that will respect and 
defer to the unique character and quality of this historic building while meeting the 
project goals. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Greg Grammer 
 
Greg Grammer 
President 
 
cc: Jay Platt, Senior Urban Designer 
 Vilia Zemaitaitis, Senior Planner 
 


