
BYLAWS OF THE GLENDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
(Approved at TGHS Annual Membership Meeting on September 17, 2011) 

 
 
Article 1. Name. 
 
The name of this corporation is the Glendale Historical Society.  It may be abbreviated “TGHS.” 
 
Article 2. Purposes, Object and Policy. 
 

1. Purposes 
The specific and primary purposes of TGHS are: the collection and preservation of all material of 
whatsoever kind or nature including both personal and real property which can have any bearing upon the 
history of Glendale in particular or elsewhere; the discussion of historical, literary and scientific subjects; 
also the acquirement by gift donation or otherwise, and the hold of such real and personal property as 
shall be necessary for the purpose and objects of the society. 
 

2. Object and Policy 
As more particularly set forth in the Articles of Incorporation, this corporation was organized to promote 
community awareness and involvement to preserve Glendale’s rich history; to secure public recognition 
and support for its goals; and to encourage the preservation of Glendale’s historically significant 
structures and other historical resources. 

 
Article 3. Members. 
 

1. The corporation shall have one class of members only and the voting, and other rights, interest, and 
privileges of each member shall be equal.  Organizations and associations of persons are welcome to 
support the corporation as an “associate member” but shall not enjoy voting rights. 

 
2. Membership shall terminate (1) on receipt by the Board of Directors of the written resignation of a 

member; (2) on the death of a member; or (3) on the failure of a member to pay their annual dues on or 
before their due date after appropriate subsequent notice by the Board member responsible for 
membership, and not otherwise. 

 
Article 4. Meetings of Members. 
 

1. Meetings of members shall be held at such dates, times, and places as may be designated by the Board of 
Directors. 

 
2. There shall be an annual meeting of members, at a time and place fixed by the Board of Directors, for the 

purposes of electing Directors and transacting such other business as may come before it. 
 

3. In addition to regular member meetings and the annual membership meeting, special meetings of the 
membership may be called by the President and held at such times and places in California as may be 
ordered by resolution of the Board of Directors or by vote of at least ten percent of the members of the 
organization. 

 
4. Notice of annual membership meeting and special meetings as described in Article 4, Sections 2 and 3, 

shall be delivered by United States first class mail, and/or distributed by electronic or other written means, 
at least ten (10) days prior to such meeting.  Notice shall specify the place, date, and hour of the meeting 
and shall state the general nature of the business to be transacted.  Notice of other meetings is not 
required, although the Board shall make reasonable efforts to advertise meetings in a manner that is 
reasonably calculated to inform the membership and the public of meetings. 

 
5. No business shall be transacted at member meetings in the absence of a quorum.  Five (5) members who 

are not on the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum. 
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6. Meetings shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, insofar as such rules are not inconsistent or in 

conflict with these Bylaws, with the Articles of Incorporation, or with law. 
 
Article 5. Directors. 
 

1. The affairs of the corporation shall be conducted by a Board of Directors consisting of no less than three 
(3) and no more than nine (9) persons who are members in good standing.  The Directors shall exercise 
the powers of the corporation, control its property, and conduct its transactions in accordance with the 
law. 

 
2. Directors shall be elected at the annual membership meeting by majority vote of members present.  

Directors so elected shall take office on the first day of the first month following election.  The term of 
office for Directors shall be two (2) years. 

 
3. Absence of a Director from three consecutive Board meetings, without good cause, is grounds for 

termination of that Director by a majority vote of the Board after posting this action on the regular Board 
meeting agenda.  Directors may resign by notice in writing to the Board. 

 
4. Directors shall serve without compensation.  Directors shall be indemnified by the corporation and shall 

be defended by the corporation for personal liability for acts and omissions committed in service of the 
corporation, to the fullest extent permitted by law. 

 
5. Directors shall meet to transact business of the corporation at such time and place as may be designated 

by the Board of Directors, but no less than quarterly.  Special meetings may be called by the President or 
any two Directors if the President is absent, unable, or refuses to call a meeting.  All meetings of the 
Board shall be held at the date, time, and place designated by the person(s) calling such meeting.  The 
President of the Board, or his/her delegate, shall notify each Director of the date, time, and place of 
meetings of Directors, by mail, fax, e-mail, telephone, or other means reasonable calculated to give at 
least five (5) days notice of the meeting. 

 
6. Meetings of Directors shall be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order, unless the Board 

elects otherwise by resolution.  A majority of the authorized number of Directors shall constitute a 
quorum.  In the absence of a quorum, the Board may discuss business but may not transact any business 
requiring action of the Board, and the only motion the Chair shall entertain is a motion to adjourn. 

 
7. A vacancy occurring on the Board of Directors may be filled until the following annual membership 

meeting by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Board of Directors.  At the next annual 
membership meeting, the unexpired portion of the vacant term of office shall be filled in the manner 
prescribed in Article 7 of the Bylaws for regular election to the office. 

 
8. Committees of Board. 

 
(A) Executive Committee.  The Board of Directors may establish by resolution an Executive 

Committee, as the Board may deem necessary and appropriate. An Executive Committee, if one 
is established, shall consist only of Directors. 
 

(B) Finance Committee.  The Board of Directors may establish by resolution a Finance Committee.  
The Finance Committee, if one is established, shall consist of at least two Board members and 
the Treasurer, and it may authorize expenditures of funds up to any dollar amount set by 
resolution of the Board of Directors. 
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(C) Nominating Committee.  A Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors 
when there are vacancies on the Board of Directors to be filled.  The Nominating Committee 
shall consist of no less than three persons who are members of TGHS, including at least one 
member of TGHS who is not a Director. 

 
(D) Other committees may be established at the Board of Directors’ discretion by resolution.  

Committees shall consist of members of the corporation and no less than one Director.  
Committees are empowered to act on the Board’s behalf without first obtaining the approval of 
the full Board, subject to any limitations imposed by the Bylaws or by resolution of the board. 

 
Article 6. Officers. 
 

1. The Board of Directors shall annually elect, from among the Directors, the following officers:  President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and other such officers as may be designated by the Board in 
accordance with these Bylaws.  Officers elected shall be announced to the general membership at a 
regularly scheduled meeting or in a mailing sent to all members that may be a newsletter.  An officer shall 
serve for one year from the date of his or her election, or until he or she resigns, is removed, or is replaced 
by election. 

 
2. Officers shall be elected each year from among the Directors by the Board at its first regular meeting 

following the annual membership meeting and shall serve at the pleasure of the Board for one year from 
the date of his or her election, or until he or she is removed by a majority of the Directors, or resigns in 
writing. 

 
3. Officers shall serve without compensation. 

 
4. The President shall be chief executive officer of the corporation and shall, subject to the control of the 

Board, supervise and direct the affairs of the corporation. 
 

5. The Vice President shall perform all duties, and exercise all powers, of the President when the President 
is absent or is otherwise unable to act.  The Vice President shall perform such other duties as may be 
prescribed from time to time by the Board. 

 
6. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings of the members and the Board, shall be custodian of 

the corporate records, shall give all notices as are required by law and by these Bylaws, and generally 
shall perform all duties of the office of Secretary and such other duties as may be required by law or 
which may be assigned by the Board. 

 
7. The Treasurer is the chief financial officer of the corporation and shall have charge and custody of all 

funds for the corporation, shall deposit such funds as required by the Board, shall keep and maintain 
adequate and correct amounts of the corporation’s properties and business transactions, shall render 
monthly reports and accounting to the Directors and make an annual financial report to the Directors and 
members at the annual membership meeting, shall serve on any Finance Committee as may be 
established, and shall in general perform all duties as may be required by law, by the Articles of 
Incorporation, or by these Bylaws, or whichever may be assigned from time to time by the Board.  The 
Treasurer’s accounts shall at reasonable times be open to inspection by any Director and shall be 
submitted by the Treasurer to the corporation’s auditor for audit upon direction of the Board of Directors.  
An audit of the Treasurer’s accounts shall be arranged by the Board of Directors and, unless otherwise 
designated by the Board, shall commence at least thirty (30) days before the annual membership meeting.  
The Treasurer and/or the President shall sign all checks jointly with a member of the Board of Directors. 

 
8. The Board of Directors may appoint other officers as may be required by the business of the corporation, 

whose duties shall be determined by the Board. 



BYLAWS OF THE GLENDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

 4 

 
9. The Board of Directors shall annually draw up a budget appropriate for the operation of the corporation 

for the following year. 
 
Article 7. Nominations and Elections. 
 

1. A Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors at any time as required to fill 
vacancies on the Board.  The committee may be constituted of both Directors and/or members of the 
corporation in accordance with Article 5, Section 8(C) of these Bylaws.  The members of the Nominating 
Committee shall elect their own chair. 

 
2. No person shall be nominated who has not agreed, or does not agree, to be nominated.   Any additional 

written nominations signed by five members in good standing must be received by the Chair of the 
Nominating Committee at least ten (10) days before the meeting noticed for the election.  The Chair shall 
verify such nomination and create a written ballot for the meeting called for the purpose of the election. 

 
3. Elections shall be held at the annual membership meeting, or a special meeting noticed for that purpose. 

Directors shall be elected by a plurality of votes cast by written ballots.  However, if at the close of 
nominations the number of people nominated for the Board is not more than the number of Directors to 
be elected, the Chair of the meeting may, without further notice or action, declare at that meeting that 
those nominated and qualified to be elected have been elected, so that written balloting may be dispensed 
with. 

 
4. Proxy votes may not be cast in elections of Directors. 

 
Article 8. ByLaws. 
 

1. These Bylaws may be amended by two-thirds vote of those present at any general meeting of members, 
providing notice in accordance with law and these Bylaws has been given which states the general nature 
of the amendments proposed. 

 
2. Notice to amend the Bylaws shall be mailed to all members at least 15 days prior to the meeting at which 

such amendment is to be voted on. 
 
Article 9. Right of Members to Inspect Records. 
Any member in good standing may, for a purpose reasonably related to his or her interests as a member, upon at 
least thirty (30) days written notice to the corporation, inspect and copy the corporation’s financial records under 
the supervision of the Treasurer. 
 
Article 10. Dissolution. 
 
Dissolution of this corporation shall require the vote or consent of 75% of the members in good standing who 
attend a meeting called and noticed for that purpose.   On the dissolution or winding up of the corporation, its 
assets remaining after payment of, or provision for payment of, all debts and liabilities of this corporation shall be 
distributed to a non-profit fund, foundation, or corporation which is organized and operated exclusively for 
charitable purposes and which has established its tax exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 

 
(END) 
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